
ECOC European Capital of Culture CYPRUS 2030

Info Session

Cristina Farinha, Nicosia 1 29.1.2024



Initial extra reading

•  ECOCs Bidbooks (pre-selection!): Elefsina 2021/3; Kaunas 2022; Bad Ischl 2024; 
Chemnitz 2025; Nova Gorica 2025; Évora 2027; Bourges 2028,……

• EU Panel pre-selection reports

• Ex-post evaluation reports:  Body of Evidence + The Investigation Report (Kaunas 2022); 
Galway 2020 Evaluation report…



What is an ECOC?
ECOCs in Portugal

Lisboa, 1994; Porto, 2001 
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What is an ECOC?
ECOCs in Portugal

Évora 2027



1) Clear vision and long-term strategy based on the pursuit of CHANGE via
culture

2) Sufficient and stable resources to experiment and develop the project -
funds and team

3) Trust and mandate from authorities, ensuring the legacy

4) Collective endeavour and multi-stakeholder engagement

5) Meaningful and high-quality artistic cultural experiences responding to
diverse profiles

6) Witty communication - making the whole process visible internally and
European wise and creating a clearly recognisable brand

ECOC Success factors



1. Contribution to long-term strategy
Braga Cultural strategy 2020-2030



1) European cultural networks
2) Creative Europe national Desks
3) ECOC networks “ECOC family” + Culture NEXT

4) Other regional and national capitals of culture
worldwide
5) Twin cities

2. European dimension
Some alies



2. European dimension
Networks of cities



2. European dimension
Other cultural capitals



3. Cultural and artistic content
Kaunas 2022 ConTemporary capital



3. Cultural and artistic content
Mystical Beast



3. Cultural and artistic content
Matera 2019 Open Design School; 

Chemnitz 2025 Makerhubs for the region



5. Outreach
Chemnitz 2025: 

Microprojects; #3000Garages; Generous Neighbours; 
Team Generation



5. Outreach
Matera 2019: Temporary Resident / PASSPORT



1. Contribution to long-term strategy
2. European dimension

3. Cultural and artistic content 
4. Capacity to deliver

5. Outreach
6. Management

Award criteria
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